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NEXT MEETING  

Tuesday 11th  May  2010   
Community Centre  

Wharf Street  
Logan Village  

 

PLEASE NOTE  
Please arrive at 6:45pm as 

there will be a guest speaker 
from Pinnacle Sports 

starting at 7pm  
 The meeting will be held 
after the guest speaker  

 

 

 
Lower Ballanjui Falls ï Binna Burra  

April 2010 

 
Club Committee  

 
President  
Sue Simpson  
(  07  5546 8781  
: suesimpson54@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President   
Malcolm Hill  
(  0421 118 686  
: malandlyn@iprimus.com.au  
 
Secretary  
Marie Roberts  
(  07 3297 5204  
: marie_lroberts@bigpond.com  
 
Treasurer  
Lynne Lucas   
(  07 3287 4934 
: lmlucas@iprimus.com.au 
 
Equipment Officer  
Robin Watt   
(  07 5543 2655  
 
Editor  
Lesley Shaddock  
(  0417 704 145 
(  07 5537 1773 
: lesleyshaddock@hotmail.com 
 
Publicity Officer and   
Website Manager  
Heather OôKeeffe 
(  07 3208 6420 
: heather.okeeffe@racq.com.au 
 
 General Enquiries  
: loganbbw@gmail.com 
 
www.bushwalkers.com  

 

Day Walk Essentials  
 
Make sure these are in your pack 

Every Week    Every Walk  
 

 Hat   First -aid Kit  
 Food  1-2ltr Water  
 Jumper  Paper & Pencil 
 Raincoat  Map & Compass 
 Sunscreen  Insect Repellent 
 Torch  Lighter Matches 
 Watch  Togs if swimming  

  Whistle  
 

  
IMPORTANT NOTICE  

 
Some walks may be changed  

at the last minute due to  
weather or other conditions  

 
PLEASE ensure you  

contact the coordinator  
before your chosen walk 

 

 

 
ATTENTION  

 
FRIDAY is the deadline  

to notify the walk coordinator  
for day walks 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
Through walks, base camps  

and Saturday walks 
 must notify the coordinator  
no later than THURSDAY 

 
(The earlier the better)  
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Guest Speaker  
Pinnacle Sports ï International Expedition Programs  

11 May at 7pm  
Meeting will be held afterwards  

(please arrive by 6:45pm to allow the speaker to start on time)  
 

2010 marks the 3rd year Pinnacle Sports have run successful expeditions on an international scale. 
For 2010 and 2011 they are operating climbing, trekking, mountaineering and community working 
projects in  Australia , China, India , Nepal and USA. They offer everything from fo cussed 
mountaineering trips in the Nepalese Himalayas to big wall climbing trips in North America.  
 

Programs can be viewed at www.pinnaclesports.com.au 
 
A guest speaker from Pinnacle Sports will present a 1 hour Slideshow Tour where they will display 
images and movies from past expeditions. The expeditions they put together are great value for 
money and target those who crave a lifetime experience.  
 
To show their appreciation to our club for allowing them to bring the Slideshow Tour to us, they 
are offering the following: - 
 

If they receive 4 bookings from our group, a fifth person will be able to go for FREE  

 
The Slideshow Tour will be followed by a question and answer session  

complete with  bubbly and nibbles provided by Pinnacle Sports. 

 
 

4WD Trip  

 
Is there any club member interested in travelling with Jim Holt if he  "tags along" with Rob and Jan 
Sammons and Kit and myself when we travel north to Barron Falls National Park, across to Lawn 
Hill National Park and then home through Mt Isa and down to Boulia, Bedourie or Birdsville in the 
last two weeks of July and the first two weeks of August?  
 
By the time we have finished we will have virtually travelled all the way around Queensland 
paralleling its  coastline and the borders - except in the extreme north of Cape York Peninsula????? 
A more comprehensive itinerary  can be found below. 
 
As I will be away in New Zealand until 01 May, either contact Jim beforehand or myself after that 
date. 

Peter Rice on 5543 2108 
Jim Holt on 3287  7061 

 
Itinerary  
I have not had time to determine a thorough itinerary but it would basically be:  

 Travel up Brisbane Valley Highway and meet Rob and Jan at Tansey. 
 Continue northwards to Monto and Cania Gorge National Park.  
 Onwards to the eastern side of Carnarvon National Park. 
 Travel further north to Eungella National Park just west of Mackay.  
 Up to Charters Towers and thence to Barron Falls National Park and Undarra Lava Tubes. 
 Possibly up the Daintree but then across the cape to Normanton via Burke Developmental 

Road. 
 From Normanton and Karumba through Burketown to Lawn Hill National Park.  
 From Burketown to Camooweal and Mt Isa. 

 

http://www.pinnaclesports.com.au/
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There is a number of ways to come home depending on availability of time. 
 We could come home via Bedourie and Birdsville.  
 We could come home via Boulia and Winton. 
 We could come home via Bedourie and Windorah. 

In the main we would avoid primary roads ï highways - and travel those less travelled and less 
busy. 
 
Night times would be spent in camping grounds associated with National Parks or other suitable 
sites so there is a need to be self-contained from a sleeping and eating point of view. 
 
All of us have had plenty of experience with this sort of exercise so if you are interested in 
obtaining additional informatio n with a view to ñtagging alongò just give us a call. 

Peter  

 
 

 Minutes of Meeting  
 

Logan & Beaudesert Bushwalkers  
13th  April  2010  

 

Meeting opened at 7.30pm  
 
Sue welcomed Visitor Jo Curtin and Members: Robin Watt, Lynne Lucas, Malcolm Hill,  Bev 
Schofield, Kathy Rouse, Bill Dryburgh,  Heather OôKeeffe, Betty Laird, Gail Wood, Sue Simpson 
Geoff Sear & Marie Roberts. 
Apologies:  Marie McGahlan and Doreen Davenport 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting :   
As per January 2010 Newsletter.   
Heather accepted the minutes as being accurate. Seconded by Betty. 
 
Business arising from the Minutes : 
Snake expert will attend the June to give a Reptile Power Point Presentation. 
Funding from Gambling Community Benefit Fund still pending.  
 
Treasurerôs Report: 
Balance                              2247.62 
Plus Membership     20.00  
         
Less:  Stationary    10.50 

Fuel Donation   20.00                                     
      
Balance                              2237.12                                                      
 
Lynne moved that the report be received. Seconded by Betty 
 
Correspondence In:   

 Ronda Green ï Reptile Expert  

 BWQ  - Cooloola Great Walk opened 27th March 
      Newsletters: 

 Brisbane Bushwalkers 

 Gold Coast Bushwalkers 

 Catholic Bushwalkers (www.bcbc.bwq.org.au) 
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Correspondence Out : 
 

 Our Newsletter. 

 Request for Reptile Presentation  (Ronda Green) 

 Newsletters out to prospective members  
 
Marie moved that the correspondence be approved. Seconded by Gail 
 
General Business:  
 
Kathy Rouse was accepted into the Club. 
 
General Meetings: Heather moved that the General Meetings commence at 7.00pm. Seconded 
by Marie. Carried unanimously.  
 
AGM :  To be held in July. 
 
Pinnacle Sports :  Are attending the May meeting with a slide show about International 
Expedition programs,  

website: wwwpinnaclesports.com.au 
 
Funding:  Sue & Marie R attended a meeting about funding for Sport & Recreation, this funding 
was not suitable for our Club. 
 
Wild Life Expo:  Marie R is looking some volunteers to man a stand for our Club  at 
the Arts & Information Centre, Beaudesert on 18th July. 
 
Christmas Suggestion: Tamborine Sky-walk & BBQ 

 
Binnaburra:  Heather suggested a walk and camp overnight in Binnaburra camp area. Rates are 
quite reasonable. 

 
Anzac weekend : Crows Nest camp ï anybody camping to book their camp-site on EPA web site 
or by phoning 13 13 04. Malcolm advised everyone to take your own firewood and drinking water. 

 
Suggestions for the future : 
 

2010 - Peasants Ridge - Mt. Barney 
2011 - Easter/Anzac Carnarvan, Gibralta NP or Warrumbungle s. 
2011 - 5 weeks in Spain, France and Camino de Santiago. - September 
2011 - Kilamanjaro - October 
2011 - New Zealand  

 
Meeti ng closed 8.20pm 
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Cooloola Great Walk    
 

Opened   27-March -2010  
 

The Minister for Environment and Sustainable  Resource Management, the Hon Kate Jones MP, 
officially opened the new Cooloola Great Walk last Saturday. 
  
The walk is 88km if using the inland route or 102km if you include the Double Island Point option. 
By either route it is 5 days walking. 
  
There are 4 walkers camps with hybrid toilet blocks and water collection structures, 7 new timber 
foot bridges, 385 track markers and distance plaques. 
 
The project included 82 kilometres of new track construction and the construction time was 3 
years.  
  
The southern entrance is on Maximillian Rd on the Noosa North Shore, accessed by the Noosa 
River ferry, drive or walk on, no bookings required, 5:30 am to late daily.  
 
The northern entrance is the Carlo Sandblow carpark on Cooloola Drive, Rainbow Beach, a short 
walk from the shops.  There are scheduled bus services to Tewantin and Rainbow Beach.    
www.transportandmainroads.qld.gov.au  
  
The  ' great!walk cooloola '   topographic map  is a superb production, with each day's walk 
mapped separately on handy section maps mostly at a scale of 1: 40,000. The whole route is also 
shown at a scale of 1: 100,000.  There is a gradient profile, and a table of emergency assembly 
areas with grid references and GPS co-ordinates. The compass bearing to follow when crossing the 
Cooloola Sandpatch is also shown.  There is information on safety, minimum impact bushwalking, 
and local retail and accommodation facilities.  
  
Camping tags and permits are available from.....  
Southern Cooloola section:  Great Sandy Information Centre, 240 Moorindil St.  Tewantin  4565 
Northern Cooloola section:  QPWS Information Centre, Rainbow Beach Rd, Rainbow Beach 4581 
(open 8am - 4pm daily, except Christmas Day) 
  
Lots of information on the website:        
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/parks/great -walks-cooloola/about.html  
  
Further info call    1300 130 372  
  
Cooloola Great Walk is another great asset to enhance the walking opportunities for clubs and 
individual bushwalkers.  
  
Gavin Dale 
Secretary 
Bushwalking Queensland Inc. 

 
 
 

http://www.transportandmainroads.qld.gov.au/
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/parks/great-walks-cooloola/about.html
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Walk Grading s 
 

Distance  
S  Short - Under 10km 
M  Medium  - 10 ï 15 km 
L Long - 15 ï 20 km 
X  Extra Long - 20+ km  

 
Fitness  

1 ï 3 Easy - suitable for beginners 
4 ï 6  Medium  - reasonable level of fitness required 
7 ï 9  Hard  - Strenuous, fit walkers only 

 
Terrain  

1 ï 3 Graded or open terrain, no scrub on track 
4 ï 6  Minor scrub, rainforest, rock hopping, scrambling, off track or part -track 
7 ï 9  Thick scrub, rock scrambling, using hands or ropes, off track 

 
Activity  

D.W.  Day Walk 
B.C.   Base Camp 
T.W.  Through Walk  
SOC Social Activity  
S&T  Safety and Training 
Bush Qld  Bush Walking Qld  
FMR  Federation Mountain Rescue 

 
 

Future Walks  
 

April 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 17th  

Wynnum/Manly  
Heritage Trail  
Half day walk on shared bike tracks 
and footpaths 

D.W.  S-1-1 Marie R  3297 5204  

Sunday 18 th  Ship Stern Circuit  D.W.     

Saturday 24 th  
Walk cancelled  because of 
Crows Nest camp for long 
weekend  

    

Long weekend  
24 th  -  26 th  

Crows Nest NP  
Various walks 

  Malcolm  
TBA 

0421 118 686  

May 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 1 st  

Long Weekend  
Sheep Station  
Border Ranges (Camp)  
Any person not camping can do the 
walk on the Saturday 

B.C.   Heather  3208 6420  

Sunday 2nd  No scheduled walk      
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Saturday 8 th  
Mt Mitchell  
(Cunninghamôs Gap) 
Start at Cunningham Gap car park. 

D.W.  M -3-3 Marie McG  
 

3297 5527  

Sunday 9 th  
Wilsons Peak  
Via Boonah Gate  

D.W.  M -5-5 Malcolm  
6.30am  
Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

Saturday 15th  

Venman Forest  
(Mt Cotton)  
Approximately 10km in Eucalyptus 
forest 

D.W.  S-1-1 Jim  3287 7061  

Sunday 16 th  No scheduled walk      

Saturday 22 nd  

West Canungra Creek Circuit  
(OôReillys) 
The walk descends to the Blue 
Pool, the home of some large eels. 
The track from here crosses the 
Canungra Creek several times 
before joining the Box Forest 
Circuit. We will continue on to 
Elabana Falls and picnic Rock 
before returning t o OôReillys. 

D.W.  M -4-3 Marie R  3297 5204  

Sunday 23 rd  
Egg Rock  
From Numinbah  
Maybe different route  

D.W.  M -7-5 Lynne  
7am Canungra 

0407 643 375  

Saturday 29 th  

Mt Maroon  
Needless to say this walk is all up 
with some scrambling before the 
saddle, the view from the top is 
well worth the effort.  

D.W.  M -5-4 Marie R  3297 5204  

Sunday 30 th  No scheduled walk  
    

 June 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 5 th  

Berrinba Park,  
Wayne Goss Drive, Heritage Park 
Short walk and BBQ 

D.W.  S-1-1 Robyn  
Phone for starting 
time 

3803 3095  

Saturday 5 th  
Sunday 6 th  

Mt Barney Gorge  -  
2 day  
Up gorge, camp, return via N. Pk 

T.W.  L -5-6 Malcolm  
6am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

Saturday 12th  

Karawatha Park  
And Bookfest in Brisbane  
Meet at Acacia Road entrance  
(map 221 UBD) 

D.W.  S-1-1 Heather  
 

3208 6420  

Sunday 13 th  
Queens Birthday  
If no camp 
Cougals via Currumbin Plains  

D.W.  M -5-5 Lynne  
7am Mudgeeraba 

0407 643 375  

Saturday 19th  

Glasshouse Mountains  
(1) Ngun Ngun  
(2) Trachyte Circuit  
Meet Rob and Jan at Glasshouse 
Village at 9:30am 

D.W.   
S-3-4 
S-1-1 

Marie R  3297 5204  

Sunday 20 th  No scheduled walk      

Saturday 26 th  

Yellow Pinch Circuit  
We cross the creek several times, 
coming out at the road that leads to 
Peasants Ridge Track. Will visit 
Yellow Pinch Lookout before 
returning to our cars.  

D.W.  S-3-4   

Sunday 27 th  No scheduled walk      
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 July 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 3 rd  

Lower Portals  
This undulating track leads to a 
gorge on Barney Creek, returning 
via the same track 
BBQ lunch after the walk 

D.W.  M -4-4 Lesley  5537 1773  
0417 704 145  

Sunday 4 th  
Main Range - Multi day  
Start Spicers to Teviot  
or Emu Creek 

D.W.  L -5-5 Malcolm  
6am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

Saturday 10 th  

Lyre Bird Lookout ï OôReillys  
This is a foot-worn track leading to 
a lookout taking in Lost World. We 
will visit OôReillys guest BBQ area 
which overlooks OôReillys guest 
house, returning via the red road 
and the wishing tree track. 

D.W.  M -3-4 Marie R  3297 5204  

Sunday 11 th   
    

Saturday 17th   D.W.     

Sunday 18 th  
Flinders Peak and Mt Blane  
2 peaks or just 1?  
BBQ in between? 

D.W.  S-4-4 Lynne  
7am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert  

0407 643 375  

Saturday 24 th       

Sunday 25 th       

Saturday 31st       

 August 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Sunday 1st  
Little Liverpool Range  
Beau Brummel, grass Tree and 
Kangaroo Mountain? 

D.W.  M -5-5 Malcolm  
6am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

Saturday 7th   D.W.     

Sunday 8 th   
    

Saturday 14th   D.W.     

Sunday 15th  
Mt Castle  
Camp? 

TBA  TBA  Malcolm  
6am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

Friday 21 st  
Saturday 22nd  
Sunday 23rd  

Pil grimage  
Toowoomba Bushwalkers will be 
hosting the Pilgrimage at Crows 
Nest Show Grounds, as yet the 
registration form and walk list is 
not on the web.  

Details on BWQ website   
www.bushwalkingqueensland.org.au/  

Saturday 21st       

Sunday 22 nd       

Saturday 28 th       

Sunday 29 th  
Teviot Gap  
To Lizard Point via here and there? 

D.W.  L -5-5 Malcolm  
7am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  
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 September 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 4 th   D.W.     

Sunday 5 th   
    

Saturday 11th   D.W.     

Sunday 12th  
Mt May  
2 peaks for the price of one  

D.W.  M -5-5 Lynne  
7am Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert  

0407 643 375  

Saturday 18th       

Sunday 19 th       

Saturday 25 th       

Sunday 26 th  
Emu Creek Camp  
Various walks  

B.C.  M/L -5-5 Malcolm  
TBA Jubilee Park 
Beaudesert 

0421 118 686  

 October 2010  
When  Outing  Type  Grade  Coordinator  Phone  

Saturday 2nd   D.W.     

Sunday 3 rd  
Brisbane Forest  
Various Walks 

 M/L -5-5 TBA  TBA  

Saturday   D.W.     

Sunday   
    

Saturday       

Sunday       

Saturday       

Sunday   
    

 
 

NOTE  
 
Walk and sleepover at Rob and Janôs place at Gympie to be re-scheduled for a date in October. 
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Walk Reports  
 

BOX FOREST CIRCUIT  
30  January 2010  

 

We had 11 walkers for this walk today.  The 
two Marieôs, Peter, Monique,  Terri-Ann and 
Jan all met at Frank and Carolôs where we 
condensed ourselves into 2 vehicles and 
headed to OôReilly,s, arriving just after 8 a.m. 
to find Brian, Paulette and Jim waiti ng for us.   
 
After a bit of a natter the clouds that were 
hovering and thickening decided to drop a bit 
of light rain on us which caused most of us to 
put on our raincoats.  We left the car park and 
started the walk along the border track with 
this light rain only for it to dry up 5 minutes 
later and soon it was too hot for raincoats so 
they came off again. We had a few sign posts 
to follow on this walk, the first one telling us 
we were to walk 1.7 km before leaving the 
Border Track , then another klm to begin the 
circuit in earnest.   
 
Conditions for walking were near perfect with 
the cloud cover keeping the temperature at a 
point we all appreciated after last weeks heat 
in Brisbane ( I checked my small ñAuswalkò 
thermometer at one stage and it told me the 
temp was only 20 degrees - lovely!)   
 
Shortly after beginning the circuit track we 
had that lovely sound of running water which 
was Canungra Creek and her periodic 
waterfalls.  There was plenty of water in the 
creek but not enough to make the creek 
crossings difficult and the leeches werenôt a 
constant nuisance although at the end of the 
walk Peter and Marie R were unlucky enough 
to find that they had been targeted by the 
little bleeders. 
 
Carol and I happened to be on the end of the 
line for part of the walk and when we caught 
up with the rest of the group they told us they 
had seen a pair of lyre-birds at one of the 
waterfalls.   Our fault for talking too much!  
However, we all managed to spot 2 or 3 blue 
claws in one of the pools.  
 
The waterfalls were all worthy of the walk, 
and we had an early lunch stop besides one of 
them, sorry I canôt remember which one.  

Naturally the Brush Box trees and all other 
vegetation was quite spectacular, the size of 
some of them is amazing.  The track was in 
good condition and work is being done in one 
section where bags of gravel have been 
dropped in and some industrious people have 
begun to spread it. We also met several other 
walkers out on the track today, one couple 
were about to begin the whole circuit as we 
were just getting to the end of it ï Peter 
suggested they just go as far as Elabana Falls 
and come out again.  
 
We finished our walk and were back to 
OôReillyôs for refreshments by 2 p.m., all 
agreeing it had been a good day. I think all 
would agree that Frank deserved a ñWalker of 
the Monthò award for his first walk back after 
several monthôs absence due to a broken 
ankle which also caused a blood clot at the 
time of his fall and on top of that some torn 
tendons were also discovered.  He had 
intended to walk in o nly a short distance then 
turn back but he ended up going the whole 
distance, great to see you back in action 
Frank.   
Thank you to Terri -Ann and Peter for doing 
the driving, it was an excellent day. 

    
Marie McG.  

 
 

W ALLS  OF JERUSALEM  (Tasmania)  
 
After having breakfast with the group 
(intrepid restaurateesò/bushwalkers/ 
adventurers/ghost busters/bacchus followers 
and all of the above) Jan and I picked up an 
EPIRB from Services Tasmania in Hobart and 
headed for the bus which would take us to 
Deloraine, to the hotel for dinner and an early 
night but not to sleep the sleep of the just in a 
quiet country village. Oh no, we were to be 
entertained by noisy extractor fans, noisier 
compressors belonging to the fridge in the 
restaurant below our room and to top it all 
the blare of the horn from the freight train 
passing through the village, (the railway 
being about 30 metres from our hotel) in the 
early hours of the morning.  
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It was with some relief that we piled out of 
bed, dressed quickly and raced out for a cup 
of coffee and wait for the taxi.  
 
After about 1.25 hours we arrived at the 
carpark in the Walls of Jerusalem National 
Park, arranged with the taxi to pick us up on 
day 5 at a car park further south, and sorted 
our packs to start the walk. Just 4 nights ago I 
was in excruciating pain, (upper left leg and 
lower back), so much so that I had headed to 
the emergency section of the Hobart Private 
Hospital for treatment. So, accompanied by 
anti -inflammatorys, pain killers and heaps of 
trepidation I gingerly  donned my 18kg 
backpack and slowly began the tramp up the 
620m elevation climb to the plateau. We 
stopped at Trappers Hut on the way for a late 
lunch. The vegetation was composed of snow 
gum and yellow gum forest. Once on the 
plateau the going became much easier. We 
travelled through heath, sedge and tussock 
grass bypassing several tarns. We stopped at 
Wild Dog Creek where we pitched our tent 
and boiled the billy for a welcomed cup of 
coffee.  The tubed coffee and milk mixture 
makes an ideal drink after a dayôs walk. The 
camp sites are in about three different 
sections with the sites raised platforms of 
timber on which one pitches oneôs tent (that 
should really read ñtwoò and not ñoneò but I 
digress).  
 
ñWild Dog Creekò is really an anomalous 
name. The plateau has cliffs on one side and a 
low range and some cliffs and peaks on the 
other side with the enclosed area known as 
the Walls of Jerusalem. It has a biblical 
theme. It extends to the lakes (Lake Salome, 
Pool of Bethesba), peaks (Mt Jerusalem, King 
David Peak, Solomonôs Throne), saddles 
(Herodôs Gate, Damascus Gate). The name 
ñWild Dogò for the creek somehow doesnôt fit.  
 
The following day we continued across the 
ñwallsò and up on to the saddle known as 
Damascus gate. One of the highlights of the 
walk was looking back, and down and across 
the lakes of the ñWallsò. On a day walk on a 
previous Club visit, we had actually come as 
far as the Damascus Gate.  So, while this view 
wasnôt a surprise it was still as striking. We 
made a quick visit up through a break in the 

cliff face (the cliff face known as the Wailing 
Wall) and up to Solomonôs Throne.   

Looking up to Solomonôs Throne 

 
The views from the ñthroneò were majestic 
and definitely the highlight of the tramp. We 
continued along the track to cover new 
ground and head towards Dixonsôs Kingdom 
Hut.   About 1km from the hut we met a guy 
from Sydney busy studying his phone and 
texting away. He was trying to make contact 
with the rest of his group. The scene was 
surreal, reminiscent of Alice in Wonderland 
when Alice meets the White Rabbit on a 
similar track (also a wonderland) mumbling 
to himself, studying his watch. Dixonôs 
Kingdom Hut was in a grassy setting among 
ancient pencil pines, plenty of area and a nice 
setting for an overnight camp. This was the 
last we were to see of fellow human beings for 
the next 3 days.  

Dixonôs Kingdom Hut 
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The terrain to Lake Ball was boggy and 
spongy with a covering of thick button grass. 
There is no single defined track from here 
until we reached Lake Ball where we picked 
up the occasional official marker and a very 
defined track. Camping at Lake Ball was on a 
small promontory within a short distance of 
the old hut overlooking the lake.   

Lake Ball Campsite 

All the huts along the track were not ideal for 
spending a night in unless under extreme 
conditions. Vegetation was scrubby but the 
multi -coloured sedge beds at the eastern end 
of the lake appeared to be manicured. Nature 
at its finest. Vegetation along the track to 
Lake Adelaide changed to forest of stunted 
snow gums and yellow gums with a rocky 
outcrop from which the views over the 
northern end of Lake Adelaide were 
magnificent. The track on to Lake Meston was 
rootbound and rocky but the camp area was a 
thick grassy verge looking out across the lake. 
Very idyllic.  
 
After leaving Lake Meston hut we lost the 
main track what with countless tracks 
heading off up the steep rocky incline only to 
peter out after short distances. The vegetation 
at this stage had become shrubby with 
thicken leaves with sharp points and tough 
stems growing up the steep and rocky incline. 
Difficult and painful to push through. We 
therefore decided not to go back to where we 
lost the main track or try any more tracks but 
to push on to the top of the plateau keeping to 
the east of the cliffs of Mt Ragoona. We 
reached the side track which led to the 
summit of Mt Rogoona and finally got back 
on the main track again. Our route seemed to 
coincide with that of a 2007 tramp (the trek 
notes of which we researched before our 

tramp). We follow ed this track to Lake Myrtle 
the northern end of which had a good 
campsite but was exposed to chilly winds. We 
passed some interesting cascades on a terrain 
similar to parts of Girraween. We finally 
reached our final campsite on the northern 
shores of Lake Bill at the southern end of 
Blizzard Plains. Blizzard by name and 
blizzard by natureé wet, cold and windy. 
Lake Bill campsite was exposed and with the 
strong wind it was difficult to obtain water 
from the lake. The whole area is covered with 
tarns and large lakes so we carried only 
sufficient water for immediate drinking 
purposes to keep the weight down. We 
carried a steri pen which used UV to treat 
water we obtained from the lakes and tarns.  
We managed to get the tent up and sufficient 
water for the constitutional tubed coffee and 
milk and then dinner between the waves of 
showers passing through. Up until this 
inclement weather we did enjoy pleasant 
sunny warm weather but kept thinking that it 
couldnôt last.  
 
The following morning we awoke to a layer of 
frost over the tent and had no option but to 
pack up a wet tent (which was only opened to 
dry out once back in Brisbane) and head off to 
the car park without stopping for breakfast.  

We did manage to boil the billy and enjoy a 
cup of  ( yes you guessed it) tubed coffee and 
milk while waiting for the taxi. First stop the 
coffee shop in Deloraine!  
 
The Walls of Jerusalem National Park covers 
a large area with many isolated walking 
tracks on the western side and a number of 
walking tracks connecting with the Overland 
Track and Cradle Mountain Lake St Clair 
national park on the eastern side. Certainly 
worth another visit.  

Rob Sammons  
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